
Dear AWS Community,

I hope you all enjoyed your summer spending time with family and friends and the great outdoors.  

We have had a wonderful and productive summer on campus.  You will notice many upgrades such as new carpet in the 2/3, 6/7 and 
8th grade cabins, new flooring in the Great Hall, bathrooms and fresh lazuring in the Pre-K classroom, a commercial three compart-
ment sink in the kitchen, and much much more.

We our now OFFICIALLY  a Licensed Child Care Center through the Municipality of Anchorage.  The school has been working 
towards this for nearly a decade with many different people putting forth their efforts to get us another step closer.  It feels like an 
extended relay race and this years admin staff received the final baton pass and finished the race.  Thank you to everyone who helped 
and a standing ovation for Amanda German who REALLY worked her heart out with all the construction projects necessary to get 
us licensed.
We now are able to offer extended care and aftercare to our little ones that are age 3-5.

We had an amazing three day in-service.  Seeing all of our new and returning faculty and staff working together brought tears to my 
eyes.  Everyone is so dedicated to bringing the best to our kids. 

Please welcome to our campus:

Donna Levesque is our new Pedagogical Director.
Michele Poplarchik is our new Pre-K Teacher. 
Aiden Ott is our new Early Childhood assistant.
Margaret Mackie is our new Handwork Teacher.
Meg Eggleston is our 2/3 Grade Teacher.
Maria Klein is our new 8th Grade Teacher.
Mira Starr is our new Music and Specialty/Block Teacher.
Amanda German is our new Janitorial and Maintenance Coordinator.
Diana Kowal is our new Lead Aftercare Administrator for our Golden Cottage Program (GCP).
Javian Brand is our new Aftercare Caregiver.

We have a new method for contacting the board.  Please contact them at Board@Waldorfak.org.  They will be regularly monitoring 
this email address.  Please do not use their personal emails or cell phones.  If it is an urgent matter please call me directly.

Kim John Payne update.  We have had to reschedule KJP to the beginning of our 18-19 school year.  He had a scheduling conflict and 
wanted to send his associate in place of himself.  Knowing how much everyone was looking forward to his visit we decided it would 
be best to reschedule and have him in person at a later date.  The good news is that Winterberry would like to collaborate with us 
for next year and will share in the costs.  We would still like to meet up in a small group setting and discuss the book Simplicity Par-
enting and Franny Hall will be offering a Simplicity Parenting class this fall.

Now that we are officially licensed for childcare we will be collaborating with Winterberry and joining their aftercare children with 
ours on the AWS campus.  With the additional children we will be able to split the aftercare into two groups (the younger and the 
older) and will have an additional revenue stream for the school.  We look forward to meeting and getting to know the Winterberry 
children and parents.

I am so glad to have had the summer to accomplish all that we needed to accomplish on campus and I look forward to seeing all 
your smiling faces on Wednesday for our kick off to this new school year!!

Sincerely,

Stacy L. Durych
Executive Director
ed@waldorfak.org
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Fireweed Preschool

Please welcome Michele Poplarchik as our new Fireweed Preschool teacher! Her 
preschool class will be comprised of 3 and 4 year olds.  Michele was the lead instructor 
for our seven weeks of Kinder Camp this summer and we are very excited to have her 
be a part of our Early Childhood program.  She has been in the Waldorf community for 
many years.

Welcome Michele!
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Wow! What an amazing and busy summer!

I enjoyed a week in lovely Duncan, BC attend a workshop with Nancy Blanning on the 12 senses and how to support the 4 founda-
tional senses in kindergarten!

Thank you to Miss Michelle who held the kindergarten summer camp so lovingly, lots of happy little campers! My daughter Talya 
enjoyed getting to know the kindergartners in camp that stayed for kindercare and came home each day with funny stories to share. 

Our fearless leader Stacy has been conquering the land of licensing, we have sweet little bathrooms installed, an amazing sink in the 
kitchen and new flooring that will be installed in the Hall next week! Go Stacy Go!!

Thank you to the construction, patching and painting fairies that prepared the room for lazuring! 

And thank you so much to my dear husband and to Brandy Steinhilber for helping me lazure the class on Saturday! We were in a 
playful mood afterward and felt that the ‘Hear no evil, Speak no evil & See no evil’ was appropriate for a kindergarten space (see 
picture below)! 

Everything is coming to together to have two classrooms, one preschool and one kindergarten. We are in the hiring process for the 
preschool teacher and I am confident you will all love her, as I do!

Blessings to all,
Miss Susan

Sunflower Kindergarten



Grade 4/5

The Jensen family had a summer together to enjoy the addition of Malin to 
the family. Lukas is extremely proud to be an older brother, as you can see in 
the photo. The summer was filled with projects, attempts at camping, ex-
panding Lukas’ palette beyond bananas and bread products, wondering when 
Malin will weigh more than her brother, and bike rides. All this means that Mr. 
Jensen is a little more tired than he was at the beginning of the summer, but 
still very excited to greet the children on Wednesday and for what Grade 4/5 
will bring. 
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Grade 2/3

Hello to all! After 35 years teaching in Anchorage, it is with great gratitude that I 
enter into this new chapter of my teaching career at Anchorage Waldorf School. 
The welcome that I have experienced in every encounter within this community 
has warmed my heart and soul. Thank you. My summer has been especially won-
derful. Family travels included our youngest son’s college graduation in Oregon, 
snorkeling and volcanic explorations on the Big Island and a trip across Kachemak 
Bay. I also traveled to Cordova for the first time, with my book club. Along the for-
est trails it seemed like Bilbo Baggins should peak out from his glen at every turn! 
Once traveling was complete, my husband headed to Dillingham for his commercial 
fishing work and I had the time and space to really focus on my Steiner studies and 
preparations for this upcoming year. It is a new challenge to me to teach a combina-
tion class. I appreciate the many supports that have been offered and given already. I 
trust that the just right place for my next service to children and families has been 
found! Looking forward to the journey!  

Meg Eggleston 

Grade 1

Welcome First Grade families!  I am looking forward to our 
exciting year.  The first day of school for a First Grader is 
like a bridge leading from a life of free spontaneous activity 
in the intimate surroundings of home or a Waldorf 
Kindergarten into another world where the child takes part 
in an organized experience of learning in which she is eager 
to take the steps natural to her new capacities.  This is an 
exciting time.

Kathleen Smith



Grade 6/7

Dear families and friends, 

      I am so looking forward to seeing our class again after this wonderful summer break.  During the month of June I was able to 
experience some jury duty, (an interesting experience) as well as work on the reinvigoration of our new classroom - new flooring, 
new curtains, fresh paint - thank you Ms. Stacey, Ms. Amanda and Ms. Patton for your wonderful help!  Then.... off to finish my Waldorf 
Certificate at Antioch University where I took grades training, a course in living thinking and finally the conclusion to my previous 
certificate work.  Bryce, Sierra and Joe were able to come over for my graduation and we are just now completing a whirlwind 
tour of the great museums and history sites of Boston, New York and now Washington D.C.  We have happily driven, walked, biked, 
“trained”, and bussed down the East coast from Boston to D.C.  - a few of our favorite places have been the Empire State Building, 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Smithsonian and of course the Natural History Museums!  Ms. Herda has been trying to soak 
up as much as she can - there was a fabulous section on South American history prior to Columbus, (our first block) and I am look-
ing forward to what the rest of the year will bring us!  I will be back in Anchorage as of the 14th August and ready to see you all very 
soon - more to follow. 

with warmth, Shannon Herda
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Handwork

Please welcome Margaret Mackie as our new 
Handwork teacher. She assisted Leigh Patton 
this summer with seven weeks of summer 
camp.  We are excited to have her join our 
community.  She moved to Alaska a year and 
a half ago with her husband, daughter Hazel 
and son Noah. 

Welcome Margaret!



Grade 8

This is the capstone year for our 8th graders. Their intellectual powers are getting stronger and they can now see the big picture. This 
year’s curriculum will emphasize this growth through the relationship between: people and the environment, science and history. The 
human struggle for freedom and equality, explored through the study of various revolutions: American, French, and Industrial. An em-
phasis on the biographies of influential individuals in a rapidly changing world will be used as a platform for students to consider ways 
they would like to contribute to society. This study of history brings students up to the present time, emphasizing trends in world 
development, including the World Wars, human rights and globalization.

This year they will expand their study of literature to include Shakespeare, the short story and influential modern writers. They will 
study economic geography and culture, along with chemistry, anatomy, and physics. Algebra and geometry continue in eighth grade, 
along with a hands-on exploration of the Platonic solids. Students continue their studies of reading, writing and grammar; as well as 
painting, music, song and theatre. 8th grade projects and presentations, our 8th grade trip and our play will round out this robust year. 
We have so much to look forward to and plenty to do. I can’t wait!

Warm regards,
Ms. Klein
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Woodworking

Dohnn Wood has been working on campus installing new cabinets in the 
Handwork / Woodworking room.  He is making space for a new lathe and a 
cabinet for tools.

When he is not here on campus, he is building a cabin north of Talkneeta off a 
whistle stop.
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Russian

The highlight of my summer is our trip to Russia. We spent almost a month over there visiting my family and seeing lots of interesting 
places. There were too many to list but I’ll try to name a few. Being a daughter of a pilot I couldn’t skip the Central Aviation Museum 
in Monino. Since the Moscow Zoo just got a baby elephant it was on our to-do list, and we spent quite some time just watching that 
little adorable elephant following his parents everywhere. The Red Square and St.Basils’s Cathedral were our next destination.  Then 
it was Victory Park and the Museum, Space Museum, Dinosaurs Park, Sea Life center, Cirques performance, theatre performance, 
picnicking, catching fish and frogs and trying all the delights at the local bakeries and ice-cream shops. We created lots of great 
memories and took tons of photos. I brought new Russian books and games and cannot wait to share all of them with my students.  
-Ms. Burton

Maintenance

Most of you might know Amanda German, mother of Maxwell in grade 2.  She is our new maintenance and cleaning 
extraordinare on campus.  You will notice some small and rather big changes when you come to campus.  You can be sure that she 
had a helping hand in it!  Please welcome Amanda to her new position.  We have so appreciated her hard work this summer.  When 
she is not on campus fixing things, she likes to train for the lost lake run coming up August 26.  Make sure you wish her luck!



Summer Camp 

We wanted to shout out a big Thank You to Leigh Patton for leading seven weeks of summer camp with Michele 
Poplarchik leading Kinder camp along with all of their great assistants Margaret,  Avery, Talya, Ruby and Nina.

Beautiful art was created in the Great Hall daily along with singing, baking, tie-dying and outdoor fun.  We as adults 
wanted to be in the camps they looked so much fun.

Golden Cottage

Please Welcome Diana Kowal.  She is our new Golden Cottage Lead 
Instructor.  She worked at Winterberry last year running their 
aftercare program.  AWS and Winterberry are joining together for
aftercare and will be held on AWS campus this year.  You will see Diana 
on campus from 12:30 to 6 pm Monday through Friday.  She has 3 
beautiful young boys.  Be sure to say hello.

Welcome Diana!
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Important Dates to kick off the school year!
*Grades start Wednesday Aug 23 at 8:30 am

Ice Cream Social Friday Aug 25 at 3:00 pm

*Kindergarten starts Wednesday Aug 30 at 8:30 am

*Each child must have their Emergency Medical Card turned into the school for your child to attend classes. Thank you!

Parent Council Meeting Monday Aug 28 at 12:30 pm

Labor Day Sept 4 - no school

All School Meeting  - Wednesday Sept 6 starting at 6:00 pm with a potluck and meeting at 7:00 pm

School Pictures - Wednesday Sept 6 and Thursday September 7, weather permitting

School Rummage Sale -  Saturday Sept 16 at 9:00 am
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New Great Hall floor

New bathrooms in Fireweed Preschool

New kitchen sink

New & Improved 
this summer!

Dogwood, Elm and Fir Cabins also got new 
carpet and laminate flooring in the entries.


